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COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ae tl 
Io the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

My pear sin,—! observe in your Magazine of July 
29, that yon complain of my want of attention to your 
communication. 1 would have returned you an answer 
long ago, but as my questions were not answered, I con- 

cluded you wished our correspondence to end. I pre- 
sume the sli¢ht notice of my questions, was not consid- 
Though I might complain of 
this, yet | forbear and proceed to a reply. 

Te: refute my restricting the sense of the phrase, ALL 


ered as an answer to them. 


MEN, to believers, you request me to look at verse Ist 
of the 5th chap. and connect it with the last verse of 
the 4th chap. You then ask me, “‘ do you suppose that 
ihe apostle meant that Christ Jesus was delivered by the 
offences of nene but believers, and that he rose again 
for the justification of none but believers’? ? Answer. 
My belief is, that Christ died and rose again for the jus- 
tification of all, who ever have, or ever will believe in 
his name. Permit me to ask in turn, and be pieased to 
give as explicit an answer as ] have now done,—‘‘ Is it 
your belief, that Jesus died and rese again for the justi- 
fication of such as never will believe in him? Your 
question, with other things to be noticed presently, seem 
ly to imply, that this is your belief. If it is not, 
J hone I have connected 
the lst verse of the Sth chap. with the last of the 4th, 
uneble to perceive any tWifig which looks like 


proof, (but the reverse), that Jesus died and rose again 


sirong 


youn will explicitly deny it. 


but am 


for the justification of unbelievers, In the end of the 
very 4th chap. to which you refer me, Abraham, who is 
the father of all them who believe, isintroduced. Right- 


justification”? Would such a question as this have 
proved, that Abraham was justified without, or before, 
or until he believed. Many were justified and received 
to glory, long before Jesus died, and many shall be jus- 
tified and received there after it, but never until now 
bave I heard, that these things Were enjoyed without 
believing. His death and resurrection respected not 
only present, but past and future time. See Rom. iii. 25. 

and Heb. ix. 15. If 1 do not greatly err cfr, I think men 
in all ages have been justified by believing in Jesus.— 
But you ask again, ‘* Who then did Jesus die for, and 
for whose justification did he rise fromthe dead?” You 
answer this by quoting the first six verses of 1 Tim. 2d 
chap. My answer to your question is in part already 
given, but you may expect much more in the sequel.— 
If you can only prove to me, that all men believe in Je- 
sus, or prove what you seem to believe, that men are 
justified without believing, you make me a Universalist. 
But you proceed by saying to me, “* but contend, that 
the apostle lays it down that we are ‘ justified by faith.’ ” 
Yes, my dear sir, 1 certainly do contend for this, but not 
more so than the apostles of Christ contended for it.— 
But you say, “let this be allowed, but let it be under- 
stood.” Do you then allow, that the apostle lays it 
down that we are justified by faith. Yes, but something 
is to be understood. What then do you wish to be un- 
derstood? You explain yourself thus; ‘* Who my dear 
sir, will undertake to reconcile the testimony of St. Paul 
on this subject, if by faith he means our believing? He 
says that Jesus was raised again for our justification. Now 
if we are not justified by the resurrection of Christ, then 
this resurrection does not answer its purpose.”> Am | 
then to understand you as affirming, that unless we are 
justified by the resurrection of Jesus without-believing, 
the apostles testimony cannot be reconciled, and that 





eousness, the aposile tells us, was imputed to him be-|! 
eying, end shall be imputed to us if we believe. 
where is it said, that righteousness was imputed, either 
to bim or any one else, being unbelievers, The Ist ver. 
of the 5th cheap, is sida an infereuce drawn from the 
doctrine delivered in the preceding part of the epistle. 
rhe expression, ** being justified by faith,” I understand 

the same ge “ being justified by believing.” What was 
nelicved, and by what the persons were justified, is sta- 
ted in the end of the 4th chap, to be, ‘* Christ was de- 
livered for our offences,” &c, But dissenting from this, 
you understand the expressiou to mean the same as the 
death and resurreciion of Jesus, or the promise of God, 
Does the apostle then eay, ‘* Therefore being justified 
by the death and resurrectioy of Jesus, or the promise of 
God, we have peace with God,” Is it then true, 
that persons have peace with God, yet unbelievers? If 
you did not mean, that they had peace with God with- 
out believing, it is a useless contention, for you never 
surely thought, that I believed any person was justified, 
and had peace with God by believing, without the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. This would have been a be- 
lief without the thing believed, which is impossible. 

But you say further; ** Was St, Paul and those to 
whom he wrote this epistle, believers in Jesus at the 
time he died for their offences,and rose again for justifica- 
tion’? I answer no; but neither were they justifiednor 
had they peace with God at that time through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, And I presume they will be allowed by 
you not “to rejoice in hope of the glory of God, nor to 
rejoice in tribulations,” &c, &e. With equal propriety 
you mighi have asked, ** was Abraham a believer in Je- 


the resurrection of Jesus fails of answering its purpose? 


But | That you do mean to be understood so, is obvious from 
! what follows. 


You immediately add, “by faith he 
means the same thing as he does by Christ’s being de- 
livered for our offences, and raised again for our justifi- 
cation. By faith in this place, he means the same as in 
chap. iii. ver. 3d, ‘ For what if some did not believe? 
shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?” 
This faith of God is his covenant of promise in Jesus 
Christ, See Gal. iii. 8 ;“*And the scriptures foreseeing that 
God would justify the heathen through faith,preached be- 
fore the gospe] unto Abraham,saying,in thee shall al] na- 
tions be blessed. Blessed with what? Answer, with jus- 
tification through faith. Through what faith? Answer, 
through the faith of God or what is the same, the cove- 
nant or promise of God. When and how was this ac- 
complished? See Acts xiii. 32, 33, ‘‘ And we declare 
unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was 
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto 
us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again. 
When Jesus rose from the dead for our justification, he 
rose as, ‘ the first born of every creature—the first fruits 
of them that slept. And if the first fruits be holy, the 
lump also is holy.” And if this doctrine be not correct, 
I know not what we are called on to believe. Our be- 
lief cannot create its own object. Therefore if Christ 
is nothing to me until | believe in him, he is nothing to 
me after | believe. Butif he died for me, if he was de- 
livered for my offences, if he gave himself a ransom for 
me; andif he is my first fruits, if he is my first born; 
then am I justified in him, ransomed in him, and in him 
fam holy. But if this be not true then all christians’ 
faith is in vain and we are in our sins.”? 





sus at the time he died for his offenoes, and rose for his 





But a few of the remarks which have occurred in this 
quotation can be made, and these stated very briefly. 

In regard to the word faith meaning the same as 
Christ's being delivered for our offerives, &c. or the co¥- 
enant promise of God; and that by faith the apostle 
means the same asin chap. iii; ver. 3, | have made some 
remarks already. In paying attention to the present 
quotation, which contains the proof or evidence of your 
views, this shall receive additional consideration. As 
proof you quote Gal. iii. 8. On this text every person, 
even the most simple may decide, by one simple ques 
tion; ** Was Abraham justified, and had he: peace with 
God, by God’s covenant promise without believing, or, 
before he believed”? If he had this before he believed 
then you are right, but if he had not then you are wrong. 
But permit me to ask, when you quoted Gal. iii. 8, why 
did you mot also quote verse 22, of the same chapter. 
I shall do itfor you. itis there written, ** But the scrip- 
ture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by 
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” 
The apostle says, that, ‘‘ the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ is given to them that believe.” Pray sir, is it giv- 
en to any persons else? Your next question from Acts 
xiii, 32, 33, is not more fortunate. Can yousir, explain ~ 
to us, how the glad tidings of which the apostle in this 
passage speaks,could do any person good until the tidings 
were believed by them. But permit me toask you aga'M, 
why you did not quote the 38th and 39th verses of this 
chapter also. To have done so, would have at once 
discovered the fallacy of your prineiple, indulge sme 
with the liberty of quoting these verses which you have — 
so improperly overlooked. It is there thus tg ‘“* Be 
it known unto you therefore men and brethren, thit 
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins. And by him all that believe, are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses.” These texts which | have quoted for you, - 
need no comment; they speak for themselves, that he 
that believeth is justified from all things. In view of 
these and similar texts, how could you assert, that men 
are blessed with justification, and peace with God thro’ 
the resurrection of Jesus, or covenant promise of God 
without believing. According to your views Christ is 
the first born of every creature, whether they believe in 
him or not, or before believe. That he is the first 
fruits of them sleep, wh@ther they fell asleep believing in 
him or not; yea, the first fruits are holy, and the lamp 
also holy without or before they believe. And if all 
this be not correct you know not what we are called on 
to believe. Truly sir, 1 have both read and heard of the 
faith of appropriation, but indeed I never had any idea 
before, that it was held by any to this extent. Here 
is the faith of appropriation, yea all persons enjoying jus- 
tification, peace with God, &c. and that without any 
act of faith at all, or the trouble of beliving. What fol- 
lows in your quotation shews, that I have not misunder- 
stood, nor misrepresented you. You say, “ our belief 
cannot create its own object. Therefore if Christ is 
nothing to me until! believe in him he is nething to me 
after I believe,” &c. See the whole of the quotation a- 
bove. I shall be as brief as possible in reply to it. 

I fully and frankly admit that ‘ our belief cannot,eré- 
ate its own object.”? No, it can ao more do this, than 
our eating can create the food ; but most people, I pre- 
sume think, that eating nevertheless, is absolutely nec-” 
essary to our deriving apy benfit from food. I think I 
may leave it to your own discretion to say, what you 
would have thought of me, had I written in a similar 
way about food as you have done about Christ. Sup- 
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posing I had written as follows, what would you 


have said, “our eating cannot create its own food. 
Therefore if food is nothing to me until I eat it, it is no- 
thing to me afterl eat it. But if it was provided for me, 
cooked for me, and set on the table before me, though 
I taste it not, yet am I by it strengthened and satisfied. 
And if this be not true, then all food is in vain, and we 
are yet hungry.” I need not inform you, that the fig- 
ure of food which I have now used, is one used by the 
In verse 
40, Jesus calls himself ‘* the bread of life.” By eating 
this bread persons lived for ever—See verses 50, 51.— 
What Jesus meant by eating him as the bread of life, 
be explains in verse 35, to be believing in him. Now, 
my dear sir, according to your views, Christ was the 
bread of life without eating him, or to drop the figure, 
men were justified and had peace with God, without 
believing in him. But how far your views differ from 
Christ’s may be seen from the following verse, with oth- 
ets I might quote from the chapter,—‘‘ Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you”»—verse 53d. 

I do most cordially agree with you, that ‘ our belief 
does not create its own object.’ No, food is food be- 
fore we eat it, yea, is food if we should refuse to eat it. 
Bat I have it yet to learn, how food of the very best kind, 
does us any good until we eat it. Perhaps yon can ex- 
plain this, but I must confess it is beyond my compre- 
hension. When you have proved and explained from 
the scriptures, how you are justified and holy in Christ 
without believing in him, perhaps I may come to under- 
stand this. If you are justified, and ransomed, and holy 
m him, without believing in him, I see no great need 
there was for so much being said in scripture about the 
necessity of believing. Besides, if you are indeed justi- 


‘ed, ransomed, and holy in Christ without believing, why 
_smight it not have been added, that you are also glorified 


in him without believing. Toa man who has a great 
aversion at food, it might be pleasing to say to him about 
it, what you say about Christ; but if he persisted in his 
aversion, pleasing himself with your idea, it is likely he 
would perish. J have no doubt but persons who have 
a strong aversion at believing in Christ, it must be plea- 
sant to be told, ‘* your belief cannot create its own ob- 
ject. Therefore if Christ is nothing to you until you be- 
lieve in him, he is nothing to you after you believe. But 
of he died for you, if he was delivered for your offences, 
&c. then are you justified in him, and in him ye are ho- 
jy.’ I must be permitted to doubt if such a statement 
as this, is calculated to impress his mind with a sense 
of his unbelief, and to lead him to believe in Jesus. But 
! must not enlarge. 

At your request I have looked at the places you de- 
sire, and have connected them. I contend that as much 
depends on our believing to being justified, as de- 
pends on our eating to our beifg nourished. I have al- 
so considered that, not only the next words, but all the 
words of God are true before we believe them, yea, I 
am persuaded, that they will remain true if we should 
never believe them. ‘ Shall our unbelief make the faith 
of God without effect.” But I perceive it is not easy to 
get rid of the plain doctrine of the bible, that men are 
justified by believing in Jesus, for after all you have said 
to the contrary, you allow there is a sense in which the 
believer is justified, which you say is, ** a justification in 
his own understanding and conscience.” 

Allowing it to be just what you say, that, “it was just 
as true, in the covenant of promise, that Abraham should 
be the heir of the world, and that all nations should be 
blessed in him, before God made it known to him, as it 
was after he had received the promise, believed in it,” 
&c, yet the question is, ** Was Abraham justified before 
ke believed the promise? Unless he was, itis nothing 
to the purpose of the point under discussion. You might 
with equal propriety infer, that because it is just as true 
in the promise of God, that many sons shall be brought 
to glory before as after they come there, that they are 
all already in glory. 

CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


wn 


MORALITY. 
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 24, 


A spirit of partiality will always contaminate the 
breasts of all those who give credence to the systems 
of doctrine which embrace it; for if men sincerely be- 
lieve a system of doctrine, and this teaches them that 
God is ill-disposed towards some of the human family, 
they will, most assuredly, imbibe the same sentiment ; 
because the principle which is predominant in the heart 
will influence and direct the actions, wishes and affec- 
tions. 

“If we have discovered a justice in God, or in the 
law of God, which requires an unmerciful punishment 
of any of his creatures, then, although we may know 
that we conduct very unmercifully towards some of 
our fellow beings, yet we may at the same time vainly 
imagine we are doing them good justice! And on 
this ground, no doubt, (or at least it is most charitable 
to suppose so,) all the cruel and horrid persecutions on 
account of religion have been, some how or other, jus- 
tified in the breasts of those who were the authors or in- 
stigators of such enormities.”» Hence, Religion, which 
should have tended to administer comfort to the afilic- 
ted, bread to the hungry, consolation to the bereaved, 
and fortitude to the trembling soul, has been metamor- 
phosed into an engine of state, a tool of secular policy, 
or a cloak, under which to commit the most ignominious 
crimes which were ever recorded on the catalogue of 
transgression and sin. 

Some men, we have no doubt, may feel justified, even 
while they are indulging in this spirit of persecution.— 
We do not ascribe their bad conduct to any original 
spirit of misanthropy, indeed we think in some cases it 
is the reverse of this; for these very men, while they 
have been engaged'in the practices which they suppos- 
ed their religion imposed upon them, have felt the more 
humane feelings of their souls harrowed up within them, 
ond have wept at the commission of crimes, which the 
principles of their false religion impelled and dictated. 
Those savages who sacrifice their children to the idols 
of their worship, are no doubt, impelled by a principle 
of false religion, which,however,they presume to be true, 
and the dictates of which they feel themselves bound 
to obey. Now if we look at the conduct of others who 
have indulged in religious persecutions, we shall see 
that they also were influenced by the Jaws or covenants 
enjoined by their respective systems ; and what is more 
singular, those have who have received the scriptures 
as the ** rule to direct... They perhaps would not sac- 
rifice their own children; but many whom they were 
pleased to brand with the names of heretics and delud- 
ers, have been compelled to receive a double portion 
of these afflictions, to which death itself is preferable. 
They all profess to act as their religion dictates ; and 
though they may sometimes appear to act differently, 
yet, some how or other they justify their conduct to 
their consciences. If a person was heard to speak dis- 
respectfully of the Pope of Rome, something could al- 
ways be found in the religion of his profession to justi- 
fy him in inflicting the most cruel tortures of the Inqui- 
sition; and what is still more surprising, the defenders 
of the holy office have contended, that the Holy Ghost 
always presided over their decisions.* Auto da Fes 
and Acts of Faith, which are the grand triumpus of the 
holy office, have been considered to be the work of the 
Lord ; and the conductors of those horrid ceremonies 
have been justified by their creeds, which they suppose 
are an abstract of the purity of scriptural injunctions. 
** It seems perfectly astonishing that men should so ut- 
terly pervert e.@*y precept of the gospel, so totally for- 


‘get the example of their divine Master, so completely 


renounce the spirit of his pure religion, as to conceive 
themselves authorize? to imbrue their hands in the 
blood of those who refused to adopt their interpretation 





* See history of the Inquisitions. 





of his word, as to imagine that murder and violence 
were pleasing in the sight of that Being who, by the 
inspired mouth of his messenger enjoined mutual for- 
bearance, peace and brotherly love.” It is equally as 
astonishing for men to suppose that they find a system 
of jartiality in the bible, when it expressly affirms, that 
God is no respectemOr persons, that all souls are His, 
that He is equal in all his ways, and that He is good un- 
to all and his tender mercies are over all his works.— 
The scriptures have been directly perverted to accom- 
modate these systems of partiality. They certainly 
teach that we are all the children of one common par- 
ent, al] protected by the same unerring power, all ma- 
tured by the same indulgent hand, all sustained by the 
same self-existent being, and all fed by the same boun- 
tiful benefactor. ‘These considerations teach us to ex- 
ercise a spirit of charity one to another, that we may 
live together in love and harmony, and have fellowship 
with each other in joy and peace. What will the re- 
verse of this do? It will fill men with the same feel- 
ings whieh actuated the Inquisitors in their persecutions. 

It is very much to be lamented, that we can see any 
of this spirit of despotism in our days and in our coun- 
try. As far as men can perceive partiality in God, ev- 
en if they please to call it divine vindictive justice, so 
far it will impel them to practice the same overbearan- 
ces, and influence them by the sanre persecuting dispo- 
sition. Though the effects of clerical depotism, that 
grand auxiliary of hell, are not so visibly felt and seen 
now, as they were in times past, yet we can observe in 
miniature what once triumphed in authority. Whet 
are these ** close communions”’? Are they not of the 
same spirit? Are they not the fruits of the same tree ? 
** Stand by thyself, come not near me, for] am holier 
than thou,” is the meaning of these complicated cere- 
monies. Why sayest thou I am of Panl, or Apollos, or 
Cephas? Are you not al] one in Christ? Do you not 
all belong to the church universal? Isaiah says, ** these 
things are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth a! 
the day.’ Pridé and self-righteoueness are their auth- 
ors. When pride takes sanctuary in religion, it assumes 
a more imposing attitude than ever. ‘* Here it dogma- 
tizes, threatens, denounces and excommunicates. Ha- 
ving, like Nebuchadnezzar, * made its nest among the 
stars,’ it looks down from the giddy height of self-exal- 
tation, and views with a mixture of religious contempt 
and holy anger, the pigmy race that creep below.”— 
These things make it appear as if some people thought, 
thas the higher they think themselves above others the 
nearer they are to heaven. They are like a superior 
order of beings, floating high in the air, waiting to be 
transported to heaven, as Elijah was, without passing 
through the grave. Could they view themselves with 
justice, they would be abased very soon ; amd in this 
they would be gainers, for he that exalteth himself 
shall be abased, and he that abaseth himself shall 
be exalted. How forcibly must the words of St. Paul 
strike these people! when they are lifted up by self-con- 
seit, viewing a part of mankind as enemies to God, and 
of course so to themselves, thinking that they are the 
heirs of heaven, and that others are heirs of hell, even 
if they think that God has made the distinction, the 
apostle’s words must appear with peculiar force; ‘why 
judges! thou thy brother” 2 This bas an affecting ten- 
dency to those who have set themeelves aside from their 
fellow men; and the other part of the apostle’s words 
will dispel all justification which can be felt by suppos- 
ing that the Lord made the distinction. ‘* Who art 
thou that judgest another man’s servant? to his own 
master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 
up, for God is able to make him stand.” 

[ trust that I have shown that these partial systems 
of religion are too apt to contaminate the minds of those 
‘who profess to believe them. Indeed, I cannot sce bow 
it can be otherwise. They teach that God has made 





creatures who will eternally be bis enemies, end whom 
he will forever hate, and we are enjoined to be as much 
like God as possible, in the words, “ be ye perfect as 
your Father in heeven is perfect.” 





Now if God hates 
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his offspring and we are to be like God, we must hate 
too ; we desire to follow heaveuly examples, and if 
these are, let us follow them. But it may be said God 


hates nobody. Well if that be true, he never will, for 
he is unchangeable, St. James says, with God there 
*+is no variablenes nor shado turning.” Again, he 
aays, ‘Sif ye have respect to a... ye commit sin.” | 

Now does it not appear reasonable to suppose, that 
a iy doctrine which teaches partiality is erroneous? Let 
the mind of man have its natural course—let it contem- 
plate the works of nature, will it, can it suppose that 
God is partial? ‘* The invisible things of him from the 
ereation of the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made.” If we can judge of the 
invisible things of God, by those that are visible, it is 
unjust, it is ungrateful to accuse him of partiality. O 
manyinhuman man ! why will you not acknowledge your 
Maker’s goodness ? 
gratitude? The Being who made you is good. His 
kindness is every day about you, and you are still un- 
grateful. The Being who made you is love. The ef- 
fects of his love you every dey experience, and you 
are insensible. Do not the seasons always appear to 
make glad the hearts of men? Is not the earth at your 
service? If you cultivate it, does it not spontaneous- 
ly yield its abundance, and diffuse its blessings for your 
good? Does not the sun appear, and with his enliven- 
ing rays testify the goodness of God? Is there any 
partiality in the distribution of these blessings? Dis- 
trust your ingratitude more, and the goodness of God 
less. Man has not so much to fear from his Creator as 
be has from himself. ‘* Man’s inhumanity to man makes 
countless thousands mourn.*? Witness for me ye hosts 
of ascended spirits—ye who have been prematurely 
hurried from existence by the fatal effects of an Inqui- 
sition. Witness for me ye banks of Ismael, where thir- 
ty thousand morials were swept from existence ;—ye 
places of Praga, where twenty thousand were hurried to 
their graves ;—ye plains of Hindostan, where one mil- 
lion of souls were launched into eternity, to satiate the 
bloody thirst of man, inhuman mar!! 

Were men universally taught that happiness consists 
in doing good—were they taught that ‘ pure religion 
and undefiled before God is this, to visit the fatherless 
and widow in their affliction, and to keep one’s self un- 
spotted from the world”—were they tanght that the 
Lord loves them, their conduct would be different from 
what it now is. The feelings of gratitude which they 
would feel arise in their bosoms toward the divine Be- 
ing would drive from them all malignity, envy, self- 
righteousness, revenge and malice, and serve to cor- 
roborate these words in scripture; “‘ the goodness of 
God leadeth to repentance.” 

O Religion, sister of heaven, how hast been pervert- 
ed! Shine upon, and warm every heart, until it shall 
expand with love to God, and the universal family of 
man. Ww. 
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CONVERSATULON, 

TE following conversation passed between the Ed- 

itor and a ministering brother of the Methodist order. It 
was designed to bring some things into view, which, in 
my opinion, are not duly contemplated by that class of 
christians who are known by the name of Mcthodists ; 
and as it was a friendly conversation between a respec- 
table preacher of that denomination and q Universalists, 
it is here presented in form of a dialogue between U. 
and M, 
_ ©, Tbelieve, dear sir, that you profess to believe that 
mankind will be rewarded for virtue, practised in. this 
mortal state, in the coming world, when mortality has 
passed away; and also, that vice or wickedness, which 
is practised here, will meet with its reward of punish- 
ment hereafter. 
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M. Yes; this is our opinion, and it is the sentiment 
of our order. We believe that those who do the things 
which God requires, while here in time, will meet 
his gracious approbation in the world to come, and en- 
joy arich reward for the same forever; but those who 
live in disobedience here and die in their sins will be 
punished in the eternal state according to their offences, 
and that forever. 


subject, and bring some of its particular parts under due 
consideration. ‘The common way in which religious 
people talk on the subject now under consideration does, 
by no means, make those distinctions which will be 
found apparent, if we do but carefully examine it. It is 
getierally said, the righteous will be rewarded in the fu- 
ture world, and the wicked punished ; or that the righ- 
teous will go to heaven, and the wicked to hell; but 


Are you destitute of all feelings of fthe difference which is apparent in the characters of 


those who are considered righteous in this world is not 
distinctly noticed, nor is the difference which is equally 
visible among those who rank as wicked duly regarded. 
You will allow, no doubt, that some christian people 
are more holy, and more conformed to God in this life 
than others, who are yet to be considered as belonging 
to the righteous class. 

M. No doubt. It is very evident that the great work 
of sanctification is progressive ; of course some, who are 
on the road to heaven are, doubtless, more sanctified 
than others. And then again it is very evident that 
some are more faithful than others, out of which circum- 
stance grow numerous variations of character. 

U. Well, all this appears rational, and is according to 
common observation. Now what I wish to inquire 
about further is, do you believe that there will be as 
great a variety, and as much difference in the condition 
of the righteous, in the future world and to all eternity, 
as there is in their moral characters in this life ? 

M. (Looking seriously thoughtful as if he were not 
exactly prepared for the question, but seeing there was 
but one way to answer and be consistent, replied) No 
doubt this will be thé case. , 

U. On the other hand, dear sir, does it not appear 
that among the unconverted, those who rank as sinners, 
there is, in this life as much difference of character as 
there is among the righteous? 

M. This also cannot be disputed, for while some un- 
believers seem to go on in sin, as it were without re- 
straint, others live respected in the world, and in many 
instamces are perhaps more moral] than some christians. 

U. It being so, is it not necessary to allow also, that 
there will be as great a variety and as much difference 
in the condition of the wicked, who go to hell hereafter, 
as there is in their moral characters jn this mortal] state ? 
and as much as there is in the condition of the righte- 
ous? 

M. It seems that our argument is so directed, that we 
must allow that all this is according to truth. 

U. You have allowed that some of the wicked in this 
world are more moral in their conduct, than some of the 
righteous ; 1 wish then to ask if some of those who go to 
hell will not be better off than some who go to heaven? 

M. 1 do not know that it is profitable to contend 
about such matters. 

REFLECTIONS. 

Did this Methodist preacher reason according to his 
real sentiments? Yes, he surely did; for the whole 
scheme of their religion issues in rewarding and punishing 
mankind, in the future, eternal world according to their 
conduct in this mortal state. But it is perfectly clear 
that their doctrine, in that it supposes some are going to 
a place called heaven, where there is nothing but bliss 
and happiness; and that others are going to a place call- 
ed hel], where there is nothing but torment and misery, 
is entirely ipconsistent with itself, for this would argue 
that some men in this world never did any thing wrong, 
and that others never did any thing right ; whereas they, 
themselves acknowledge that all men sin, more or less 
in this world, and that all by times do that which is 
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U. I have a desire, sir, to be a little particular on this | regenerate, or the wicked. 
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right. If men are to be rewarded in a fature world ac- 
cording to their conduct here, it is very evident, that 
they may all inhabit one region and live in the same so- 
ciety, for the righteous, so called, and the wicked, so 
called, all live together here and are useful to each 
other. For instance ; let us look at our religious com- 
munities. There are two classes ; one class profess re- 
ligion ; the other is called the world’s people, or the un- 
This last class, on general 
principles are five times more numerous than the for- 
mer, and do five times more towards the expences of 
religious establishments than the righteousdo. If it 
were not for the assistance of the wicked in this way, 
the righteous could not maintain public worship. They 
could not build meeting houses, nor maintain the minis- 
try. Here then, we have a very interesting subject. 
In this world, the wicked maintain religion and the 
righteous enjoy it. But inthe future world, those who 
have been at the expense of building meeting houses 
and maintaining ministers here, are to be punished un- 
mercifully forever and ever! 

In the parable of the sheep and goats, the Saviour re- 
presented those who fed and clothed his disciples by 
sheep, and those who refused to do so, by goats; but 
now the case is very different. If preachers were not 
clothed and fed by those whom they call the wicked, 
and whom they doom to endless misery, they would go 
naked and starve! Many, very many sumptuous din- 
ners, and suits of soft clothing, do our clergy receive 
from those whom they call goats, and whom they place 
on the left hand, at what they call the day of judg- 
ment! When they are on their polite visits at the 
houses of these wicked reprobates, they are as polite as 
possible, and render themselves as acceptable to their 
parishoners as they can forthe sake of the Joaves and 
fishes. The gentleman and the lady will admire the so- 
ciability and politeness of their clergyman, and send him 
no small token of their favour; go to meeting on-the 
sabbath and hear their sentence to everlasting misery 
and go home satisfied ! 





NOW IN THE PRESS, 
And will be published about the Ist of November, “A 
Series of Letters, in defence of Divine Revelation. By 
the Rev. Hosea Ballou.”® “Persons holding Subscription 
Papers are requested to return them to this Office pre- 
vious to that time. 
= —= 


MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr, Ware, Capt. Jacob 
Lufkin to Miss Lucinda Farrar.—Mr. Levi L. Cushing 
to Miss Olivia B. Pratt. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Thomas R. Warren 
to Miss Dorcas Potter. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Joshua Thorp to Miss 
Sophia Kenney. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Cyrus Pratt, of Boston, 
to Miss Nancy Slocum, of Pawtuxet, R. I. 

Mr. William D. Cobb to Miss Hannah B. Hutchinson. 
—Mr. Thomas Porter to Miss Ann Marston.. 
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DIED, 

In this town, Mr. David Shillaber, aged 62.—Mrs. 
Mehitable Tileston, 87.—Mr. William B. M’Cleary, 19. 
—An infant child of Maj. Thomas Dean.—Ann Eliza, 
daughter of Mr. David Reed, 20 mo.—Mrs. Rebecca 
Cooper.—Mr Allen Welch.—A son of James Dupee.— 
Mr. Terence Murphy. 

In Newton, Mr. Charles Coolidge, aged 40, son of 
Joseph Coolidge, Esq. of this town. 

In Framingham, Mr. John Grant, of this town, 33. 

In Francisville, (Lou.) Mr. Benjamin Borland, late 
of this town aged 23. 

At Mocha, Capt. Thomas Beckford, commander of 
ship Saco, of this port, aged 48. 

















ip NOTICE, 

, i<TueE Person who borrowed at this Office, some 
time since, a Book, entitled “ Notes on the Parables, by 
Hosea Ballou,” will confer a favour om the owner by 











returning it immediately. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


OH, I have caught a glimpse of him, 
Twas in the rainbow hue; 

And in the whirlwind heard 1 AM 
Demand his tribute due. 


My tongue before unwont to praise, 
How bless’d the holy sign ; 

I hear his voice along the rays, 
It tells me this is thine. 


For thee the beaut’ous arch I built, 
Athwart the front of heav’n ; 

For thee my precious blood was spilt, 
*Tis thine, to thee ’twas given. 


Oh, can I live a single day, 
Without rememb’ring thee ; 

Thy blood has wash’d my sins away, 
Thy spirit sets me free. 


Jesus my father, brother, friend, 
Thy saving grace afford ; 
Bring me before thy throne to bend, 


My Saviour and my Lord. CORVIN. 





SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


VIRTUE, 
VIRTUE, the strength and beauty of the sou}, 
Ts heaven’s bright offspring, resident on earth; 
She points to happiness, and heaven—our home ; 
And leads her vot’ries whence she drew her birth. 


Ive seen the virtuous ‘ walk in wisdom’s way, 
Clad in the garb of charity and love ; 

They dwelt secure ; nor fear’d temptation’s sway, 
Till death remoy’d them to the realms above. 


I’ve seen hypocricy, and art, and pride, 
_ Assume religion’s name, and wear her mask ; 
And avarice too, would follow by their side, 


_ To catch what ‘mammon’ came withing her grasp. 


J mark’d them well—J saw no goodness here ! 


For power, and wealth, and fame, were all their aim ; 


Unseen would virtue shed the silent tear, 
To see religion but an empty name / 


PALEMON. 


La 











EPISTLE. 


The Eastern Association of Universalists in annual 
session at Paris, Me. on the 28th and 29th of June, 


1820,— 


To the believers in the fulness of the blessing of the gos- 
pel of Christ, who compose this branch of our Zion; 
To the brethren of the same precious faith, which was 
counted to the father of the faithful for righteousness ; 
To the lovers of our Lord Jesus Christ of every name ; 
Anéd to all the ransomed of the Lord withersoever this 
Epistle may come, we send christian salutation and 


benediction. 


Betovep BRETHREN,—Having tasted and known 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


It is with sentiments of cliristian love and fellowship, 
‘that we inform our brethren generally, that we have 
enjoyed under the guardian providence of our Creator, 
another of those auspicious, solemn and improving sea- 
sons. We have nothing extraordinary to communicate, 
but many circumstances concurred to render the session 
impressive and improving. ‘The weather, though warm, 
was favorable to the purposes of our meeting as those 
from a considerable distance, who were disposed, could 
attend the public solemnities, and enjoy with the regu- 
lar members of the council, the improvement and the 
pleasures of the sanctuary. 
The information received by letters and oral com- 
munications was refreshing to the lovers of Jesus. It 
showed us, that though the laborers are few, and in ma- 
ny places they have been able to obtain but little 
preaching, there has still been a general growth in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. It does not appear that there has been a 
diminution of numbers in any society, while in some 
there has been a very respectable increase in numbers, 
talents and virtues. Our hearts were rejoiced exceed- 
ingly, to learn from authenthic sources, that a spirit of 
love and good fellowship prevails through the whole 
connexion. 
The number of believers from different parts of the 
State was respectable, and among them we noticed 
some of the more venerable fathers and mothers of our 
Israel from distant towns, who have distinguished them- 
selves by dauntless intrepidity and persevering faithful- 
ness in the camp of the captain of salvation; and with 
these were united many younger sons of Zion,who man- 
ifested an intelligent zeal for the doctrine of the cross, 
the glory of the Lord Jesus, and the advancement of 
his peaceful kingdom, These were highly interesting 
classes of believers. The one strengthened our confi- 
dence by their venerable aspects and the weight of their 
experience in the religion of Jesus; and the other en- 
couraged and rejoiced our hearts by the vigor, the zeal 
and the delight with which they commence their labors 
in the vineyard of the Lord. With mingled emotions 
of tearfu] and rapturous joy, we alternately hung upon 
the lips of the one and the other. The old storied scenes 
of former days, rehearsed the time and the means of 
their conversion to the faith and the joys of the great 
salvation, related the reproaches they have borne, the 
crosses they have endured, the trials they have encoun- 
tered,and the victories which God ha given them thro’ 
our Lord Jesus Christ; the few that were then with 
them in the faith of the gospel, and the many that now 
unite in hymning public hosannahs to the son of David 
as the Savioar of the world; the young caught the fer- 
vor of the relation, and proclaimed their determination 
to go and do likewise. 

The spirit of christian candor and liberality infuenc- 


collectively profitable. Reciprocal cordiality filled ev- 
ery heart, and consecrated. all.our powers to the great 
interests of the mewting. Metaphysical subtilties, and 
questions of an abstruse nature, which might gender 
strife, were carefully avoided, and tke plain, incontro- 
vertible truths of the gospel prayerfully attended to, 
The public services were honored with respectable 
nambers, who listened with avidity to repeated dispen- 
sutions of the word of life, which dropped as rain and 
distilled as the dew.. Four discourses were delivered in 
the demonstration of the spirit and power of truth which 
maketh free indeed. Many, we believe, who had act 
before known the ecriptares, neither the power of God, 


Lord and Saviour of the world. 


cumstances served partially to embitter our cup. Sev- 
eral societies in fellowshi with the association were 
not regularly represented ; and a number of minister- 
ing brethren, who were confidently expected, were 


ed all our labors, and rendered them individually and |) 
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that the Lord is gracious, our hearts rejoice with filial 
confidence, in every dispensation of his guardian previ- 
dence. Under the economy of his government, we con- 
cieve, that judgements and mercies will all eventuate 
in the most conspicuous display of his glory, which con- 
sists essentially, in his underived, unlimited and endless 
goodness, and is inseparable from the ultimate perfection 
and happiness of the whole intellectual family, 

With these consistent and blissful views of the di- 
vine administration, we can kiss the rod of chastise- 
ment with penitent submission, receive the cup of bles- 
sing with filial gratitude, and at all times and in every 
place, rejoice that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, 
Some events and seasons are, however, calculated more 
immediately to swell the tide of enjoyment than others. 
Among these, we number with ever increasing gratitude, 
the anniversary association of the believers in * the 
common salyation.’* 





not with us, 


We feel it our duty, in the spirit of christian love and | 
faithfulness, to cal] the attention of al] our bsthren, | 
and especially the preachers, to the importance of punc- 
We are appre- 
hensive that some may not have paid such attention to 
all the bearings ‘of this subject, as to perceive its inti- 
mate connexion with duty, as laborers in the gospel 
vineyard, and with christian policy in advancing the 


tually attending our annual meetings, 


great cause in which we are mutually engaged, 


| and eternity, 





The phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. 
furtherance of any object, embracing a comwon inter- 








lar places, the obstacles to be removed, and the circum- 
stances which may be seized and turned to a profitable 
use, A word to the wise is sufficient, and therefore 
without enlarging, we indulge a hope, that these brief 
hints will have a suitable influence upon the future pro- 
ceedings of every society and every brother. 

May a deep and th ul sense of divine goodness in 
prospering our previous efforts in the gospel of our hu- 
ly Master, impart vigor to our future exertions. Who 
can compare the number and prospects o! our societies 
now, with what they were twenty years ago, and no! 
feel a rapturous glow of encouragement and joy. ilis 
true we have wept the exit of those revered fathers 
whose feet were then beautiful upon the mountains, 
who brought good tidings of good to the people, and 
published peace and salvation in the name of the Lore, 
The convincing lips of our Baryes and the eloquent 
tongue of our Root, are distuned and silenced in deati ; 
but God has raised up others to stand in their place, 
to preach the gospel they preached, and to adorn the 
doctrine which they adorned. 

Brethren wn the Ministry of Life,—Suffer the word 
of exhortation to live and to walk worthy of your suc- 
cession. Remember, ever remember, that it ie required 
of stewards that a man be found faithful; faithful m 
preaching the word, in delivering to each one his por- 
tion in due season, and faithful in imitating the exam- 
ples of the lowly Redeemer. Faithfully warn the trau-- 
gressor of his real danger, rebuke him sharply for hia 
impious, bis daring rebeilion against the authority of 
heaven ; and by the tender mercies of our God, by the 
faithfulness, the love, the compassion of Jesus, exnert 
the sinner to repentance, faith and obedience. Pe 
distinct in explaining and enforcing the certainty of 
the horrible punishment which awaits the workers of 
iniquity. But in all cases endeavour to conform your 
warnings and rebukes to his, who had compassion on 
the ignorant and on them that were out of the way.—- 
Let every Jabor either of faithfulness or love, close wit 
the melting, the soul-subduing language and epirit of 
the expiring Redeemer, ‘* Father forgive them for they 
know what they do.” May you fivish your Course 
with joy, to testify the gospel of God, hear the welcome 
plaudit of the great Judge, ‘* Weill done good faith- 
ful servants, enter thon into the joys of thy Lord,” and 
* receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 

Brethren of the Abrahamic Faith,—You have peace 
in believing and joy in the holy epirit. You know 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity. You belicye the record which God 
hath given of bis Son, that God hath given to us eter- 
nal life, and this life is in his Son, You have received 
the end of your faith in the sacred record of this divine 
gift, even the salvation of your souls, [Let not then 
four faith be evil spoken of, Remember that the a- 
blest defence and the only effectual recommendation of 
it, are a good conversation and a holy life, Strive 
therefore to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things. Ye were sometimes darkness, but pow are 
ye light in the Lord; walk as children of light. Let 
your ligit so sijine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven, 

Would cor limits permit, inclination would Jead us 
to lay before our brethren, who see not eye to eye with 
us, the reasons of our jaith, and the grounds of our joys; 
but we have only room to commend thei to God, and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build them 


| up, and to give them an inheritance among all who are 
were constraj ; e sanctified, j 

metreined inwendiy to gents : tae or mit us to close, without tendering the testimony of ese 
refreshi : kee | } ; 
Stag reek ete ot ane. taee 3 bs some ols | who opened to us the doors of their Meeting House, and 
| to the brethren who received us so affectionately, and 


| provided for us so liberally on this occasion, 


But the feelings of our héarts will not pere 


teem and gratitude to the church and society in Paris, 


Christian brethren and friends, accept our thanks, 
onr cordjal affection, and rest assured that fervent 
prayers shall evermore ascend from the altar of our 
hearts, that the choicest benedictions of heaven may 
be multiplied to you and your children through thine 
By order of the Association, 

SEBASTIAN. STREETER. 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A volume of Sermons, delivered in ee gueha 
J 
ev, Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 








est, requires mutual understanding, mutual delibera-' Church in that place.—Price 62 1-2 cents, 


tion, efforts and feelings. 


Our annual associations are peculiarly favorable to 


these things, 


trials and triumphs, 


edge of the progress of truth gen@Pally, and in particu- 





The Trial; Calyin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


: ; ‘and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents, 
Here we meet in love, and reciprocate | 


our sentiments and views, our hopes and our joys, our 
Here we obtein a correct knowl- 
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